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Solving COVID Problems at MIT Grand Hack 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- Abby Woodard, a third-year professional pharmacy student from Camden, 
Ohio, was accepted to participate in the MIT Grand Hack on October 2-4. 
  
“I don’t want to take a passive role toward things that I'm passionate about, and I especially 
don’t want to complain about things if I'm not actively trying to change them,” explained 
Woodard. “As I experience family members having health problems or observe gaps in 
medicine that COVID revealed, I want to take a hands-on approach to resolve them instead of 
sitting in the backseat.” 
  
At the Grand Hack, 733 students from around the globe will join together virtually to solve 
problems in health care. Woodard will join a team of engineers, clinicians, designers, 
developers and business professionals working to solve problems related to access to health 
care during COVID-19. By the end of the weekend, they will pitch their suggestions to investors. 
  
“Abby is conscientious and ambitious. She has both an eye for detail and a desire to improve 
the health of those around her, which will serve her well during the Grand Hack,” said Dr. Justin 
Cole, chair and associate professor of pharmacy practice and director of the Center for 
Pharmacy Innovation. 
  
“Additionally, Abby is the third student from the school of pharmacy selected to participate in this 
event in recent years,” continued Cole. “This speaks not only to the quality of our students, it 
also validates their interest in innovation and their preparedness to be change-makers in health 
care.” 
  
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist 
institution with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more 
than 150 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic 
Christian community, rigorous academic programs, including its Doctor of Pharmacy program, 
strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings and 
high student engagement ranking. For more information about Cedarville University, 
visit www.cedarville.edu. 
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